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Monday, March 20, 2000 
A Newsletter for the 
GR AND VALLEY 
STATE U N IV E RSIT Y 
Community 
Volume 24, Number 31 
GVSU Stages Oscar Wilde Comedy 
Grand Valley's Theatre program 
will open its final production of the 
current season , The Importance of 
Being Earnest, by Oscar Wilde on 
March 30. The production is sched-
uled for seven performances in the 
Louis Armstrong Theatre between 
March 30-April 9. 
The 1894 classic romance, clubbed 
by its author as a trivial com dy for 
serious people, revolves around the 
frenzied antics of two pairs of lovers. 
Two handsome men-about-town in 
turn-of-the-century Lo ndon, Jack and 
Algernon, seek the hearts of two 
wealthy young women, Gwendolyn 
and Cecily. Al though the girls are 
willing, two obstacles quickly present 
themselves: Gwendolyn's snooty 
mother, resolutely opposes her 
daughter's marriage to Jack, and both 
girls insist that their husband's names 
be "Earnest. " The men happily lie 
Across Campus 
about their real names, but Gwen-
dolyn's mother is another matter. In 
the play's hilarious final moments, 
Wilde treats his audiences to three 
marriages, the 
improbable reunion 
of long-lost brothers, 
and a foundling's 
absurd discove1y of 
who he really is. 
Performances of 
the play will be held 
at 10 a.m. on Thurs-
day, March 30 and at 
2 p .m. on Sunday, 
April 9. Evening 
curtains are scheduled 
for 7:30 p.m . on 
March 30, 31, April 1, 
7, and 8. 
and GVSU alumni, $5 for college 
students, and $2 for K-1 2 students. 
Reservations can be made by calling the 
box office at x2300. 
Ticket prices are 
$7 general admission, 
$6 for senior citizens 
Cast members fi·om "77Je Importance of Being Eclrnest" include Becky 
Black, le.ft, Michael Houser, center, and Sarah Kostishak, right. 
Grand Rapids Foundation Grants $90,000 to New 
MicroBusiness Loan Service 
Women and Gender 
Issues to Be Discussed 
At Festival 
Screenwrite r, producer and educa-
tor, Michelle Citron, a former Grand 
Valley fa culty member, will speak at 
1 p.m. today in the Kirkhof Center as 
part of GVSU's Women Festival 2000. 
Citron has w ritten and produced 
numerous films on women 's issues . 
See the Forum Calendar of Events for 
a complete schedule. 
A new program designed to help 
area small businesses access capital 
has received a financial boost of its 
own in the amount of a $90,000 grant 
from the Grand Rapids Foundation . 
The grant will be spread over a three-
year period . 
Kent Area MicroBusiness Loan 
Services (KAMLS) was developed by 
the Small Business Development 
Center, a part of the Seidman School 
of Business. A 30-member panel of 
community leaders met 
during the past 18 
months to create the 
organiza tio n. KAMLS 
wi ll be a separate, community-based 
organization including participation by 
GVSU, 18 area banks, nine business 
service organizations, two professional 
service providers, and two federal 
regulat01y agencies . 
"The synergy between the broad 
ra nge of greate r Grand Rapids commu-
nity groups that have come to the table 
has driven this new program's success-
ful start-up ," says Carol Lo pucki, KAMLS 
interim president and director of the 
Small Business Development Center. 
"All of the participants and one truly 
supportive community made it a natu ral 
opportunity for all to fos ter the growth 
of small business. " 
The GVSU Forum is 
published by the Office of 
Unive rsity Communications 
every Monday when classes are 
in session and biweekly during 
the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send 
publication items to Kathleen 
Adams, editor, c!o the FORUM 
cc:Mail box. From off campus, 
emai l forum@gvsu.edu. 
Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax: 
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM 
ONLINE on the World Wide Web 
at: www.gvsu.edu/ 
Faculty and staff members 
can find an online "Sketches" 
submission form on the Web Site. 
Coming Events 
Awards Given for Women's 
Advocacy and Scholarship 
Faculty and staff members are invited to 
attend the Women's Festival Awards Cere-
mony on Tuesday, March 21 , at 5 p.m. , in 
the Grand River Room of the Kirkhof Center 
when the recipients of the Maxine Swanson 
Award and the Barbara Jordan Award will 
be honored. 
The Grand Valley Women's Commission 
Maxine Swanson Award will go to Georgian-
na Klein, professor of Mathematics, for 
advocacy on behalf of women on campus. 
The Swanson Award is named for the first 
female chair of the Grand Valley Board of 
Control. 
Klein has been on the faculty at Grand 
Valley since 1983. She has supported the 
needs of women in mathematics locally, 
nationally and internationally as a member 
of the International Organization for Women 
in Mathematics Education. Klein was 
appointed to the Women 's Commission in 
1999, shortly after the commission had 
published its study on faculty and adminis-
trative salaries. She was soon tapped to 
become commission chair and has been an 
outspoken and persistent advocate for the 
Women's Commission point of view. 
In addition to salary issues, the Women's 
Commission under Georgianna Klein's 
direction has continued a variety of other 
efforts: studying campus safety, participating 
in searches for upper-level positions, 
establishing a women's center, and assessing 
the university's work/life policies for their 
effect on women. 
The Barbara Jordan Award, from Women 
and Gender Studies, honors women's 
scholarship. The recipient will be 
announced during the awards ceremony. 
The award will be given to a person who 
has made lasting and profound contributions 
in the areas of women's learning, of scholar-
ship, and of leadership. 
The Women and Gender Studies Award is 
named after the late Barbara Jordan, a Texas 
legislator respected for her integrity and 
ability to inspire. 
Asian Student Union Hosts 
Diversity Conference 
Faculty and staff members are invited to 
attend the inaugural RICE Conference to be 
held on Saturday, April 1, from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
RICE, an acronym for Realizing and address-
2 
ing Issues in our Culture and Education, 
aims to demystify the common stereotypes 
of Asians and Asian Americans, to highlight 
and discuss various issues confronting this 
group, and to educate all those who attend 
on the true diversity and experiences of this 
group. 
Sessions will be in a workshop-type 
format. Phoebe Eng, author and national 
lecturer, will be the keynote speaker. A 
complimentary breakfast, lunch , and catered 
dinner from a local Asian restaurant will be 
served. There will be cultural performances 
by the Filipino Dance Troupe, from the 
University of Michigan, and the Korean 
Drum Troupe, from Michigan State Universi-
ty. The conference is free of charge and is 
sponsored by Grand Valley's Asian Student 
Union. To register, contact Jason Alt, in the 
Housing Office, via e-mail at altj@gvsu. edu/ 
AP Luncheon Planned 
For April 18 
The 16th annual A/P Luncheon is 
planned for Tuesday, April 18, at 11:45 a. m. , 
in the Grand River Room of the Kirkhof 
Center. During the event, which pays tribute 
to the outstanding performance of all GVSU 
administrative professional staff, several 
awards will be presented , including the A/P 
Service Awards and the A/P Achievement 
Award. The guest speaker at the lunch will 
be GVSU alumna Carole Bos, attorney at 
Bos & Glazier Law Firm. 
Reservations can be made by calling the 
Human Resources Office, at x2215, by Ap1i1 7. 
Staff members needing special accommoda-
tions or specific dietary requirements are asked 
to advise the Human Resources personnel. 
Past Achievement Award winners joined the 1999 
honoree during last year's AIP Luncheon. Leji to 
right are Bob Stoll, Karen Chavez, Andy Beach-
nau, last year's winner Sue Korzinek, and Jerrod 
Nickels. 
continued on page 3 
Coming Events 
continued from page 2 
Music Concert to Feature 
Schoenberg Work 
On Monday, March 27, at noon in 
the Recital Hall in the Performing Arts 
Center, the Music Depa1tment will 
Lisa Feurzeig 
present a 
special 
concert. 
The 
Ensemble 
Montage, a 
select group 
of musicians 
based in 
Grand 
Rapids , will 
present 
Arnold 
Schoenberg's 
1912 work, 
"Pierrot Lunaire ," featuring guest soloist 
Lisa Feurzeig, assistant professor of 
Music. The players in the group include 
Christopher Martin, violin/viola; Alicia 
Stegink, cello , adjunct faculty member; 
Darlene Dugan , flute/ piccolo; Bruce 
Curlette , clarinet/ bass clarinet; and 
Hyesook Kim, piano . The piece will be 
conducted by John Varineau, from the 
Grand Rapids Symphony. 
"Pierrot Lunaire," (Moonstruck 
Pierrot) , was a groundbreaking piece, 
an early work of Schoenberg's that has 
had enormous influence on later 
composers, says Feurzeig. It is based on 
French poet1y by Albert Giraud, as 
translated into German by Otto Erich 
Hartleben. "The poems feature charac-
ters as they might behave if touched by 
the moon," she says. 
"This work crosses the boundaries of 
disciplines so that it's connected to the 
other arts, literature and visual arts ," 
says Feurzeig. "I think it is an extremely 
direct, expressive piece and I think 
fa culty and staff from across campus 
will find it interesting. " 
Survey for Caucus 
On Women's Issues 
On Monday, March 27, 50 faculty, 
staff, and students, along with women 
leaders from the Grand Rapids area, will 
participate in a national teleconference 
on shaping a national agenda for 
women in higher education. The GVSU 
Women's Commission and Pew Faculty 
Teaching and Learning Center are 
sponsoring this event locally. The 
teleconference will be followed by 
caucus meetings at GVSU on women's 
issues in higher education. To help 
shape these discussions, faculty and 
staff members are asked to answer the 
following question: When you think 
about improving the campus climate for 
women, what are the most important 
issues for you? 
Please e-mail responses to Cynthia 
Dorman, by Wednesday, March 22. 
U.S. Poet Laureate Coming 
To GVSU March 29 
United States Poet Laureate Robert 
Pinsky will give a public reading at 
Grand Valley on Wednesday, March 29, 
at 4 p.m. in the Cook-DeWitt Center. A 
reception and book-signing will follow. 
The reading is sponsored by the 
English Department and the President's 
Office. 
Pinsky was quoted in a Febmary 10 
USA Today article about the popularity of 
poetry on the Internet. Lycos, an Internet 
search engine, reported that poetry ranks 
eighth among the top 50 search topics 
on the Internet. "Poetry fills the craving 
for art on a truly personal, individual 
level," Pinsky told USA Today. He said 
poets are drawn to the Internet because 
"it's an effective, cheap and immediate 
form of 
publication. " 
As U.S. 
Poet 
Laureate, 
Pinsky 
began a 
national 
"favorite 
poem 
project," 
which includes an online collection of 
Americans naming the ir favorite poems 
and poets . 
Faculty Staff Golf Outing 
Benefits Irwin Fund 
The 28th annual GVSU Faculty and 
Staff Golf Outing will be held on 
Thursday, June 1, at the Meadows Golf 
3 
Club. Activities for the day include 18 
holes of golf, a continental breakfast 
and a pig roast luncheon followed by a 
cash bar and hors d 'oeuvres at 6:30 
p.m. Registration runs from 6:30 a.m.-
2 p .m. , with tee times for the morning 
flight at 7:30 a.m., and afte rnoon flight 
at 2 p.m. Drawings will be held for 
door and raffle prizes during the 
luncheon. 
All proceeds from the outing will go 
to the Charles H. Irwin Athletic Fund. 
Contact Kris Moran, x2558, for more 
information. 
Artist Faculty Concert 
Features Tuba, Piano 
Music faculty members Charles Guy 
and Robert Byrens will present a tuba 
and piano concert on Friday, March 24, 
at 8 p.m. 
in the 
Recital 
Hall in the 
Perform-
ing Arts 
Center, as 
part of 
GVSU's 
Artist 
Faculty 
Series. 
Charles Guy The 
concert will feature works by Marcello, 
White , Franz Strauss, Burghardt, and 
Newton. 
Faculty and 
Staff Sketches 
Liz Storey, assistant professor of 
Education and chairperson for the 
Michigan Reading Association's "March 
Is Reading Month" Committee, recently 
distributed books donated from Sleep-
ing Bear Press to all Michigan legisla-
tors. The books will be used by 
senators and representatives as they 
travel to schools in their districts 
promoting literacy and helping celebrate 
March Is Reading Month. Storey also 
traveled to Lansing to have Governor 
John Engler sign the official proclama-
tion recognizing the event. 
continued on page 4 
Calendar of Events 
General Events 
All activities on Allendale Campus unless otheiwise noted. 
Arts hotline: (616) 895-ARTS. 
Mon. , Feb. 28-Wed., Mar. 29 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon-Fri. , 10 a .m .-7 p.m. Thurs.: Art Exhibit, 
visiting artist Carolyn Ottmers. Chicago artist and assistant 
professor and managing director of the foundry at the 
School of Art Institute of Chicago . Art Gallery, PAC. 
Mon., Mar. 20 
Women and Gender Studies Festival 2000. Grand River 
Room, KC. Schedule f ollows. 
9:30 a.m.: Welcome. 
10 a.m. : Natural Reflections in a Man-Made Pool? 
11 a.m.: Theory in Action. 
1 p.m.: Michelle Citron's keynote address . 
2 p.m.: Discussions of Citron's Work. 
3 p.m.: Literary Sketches II. 
4 p .m .: Lessons from the Field: Gender and Sexuality in 
Popular Media and Personal Experience. 
Tues. , Mar. 21 
Women and Gender Studies Festival 2000 Grand River 
Room, KC. Schedule f ollows. 
9:30 a .m.: Welcome . 
10 a .m.: Gender, Society, and Culture: Bringing It All 
Together in General Education - A Round Table. 
11:15 a .m.: Women in the Sciences: A Lab of One's Own. 
1 p .m.: "Repressed o r Expressed: The Controversy Over 
Memory. " 
2:30 p.m.: Gender, Memory and Genocide . 
4 p.m. : Socia l Hour, including art awards and book booths. 
5 p.m.: Maxine Swanson & Barbara Jordan Awards Ceremony. 
Wed. , Mar. 22 
12 noon: Campus Wellness Stress Management Series, 
"Meditation." Muskegon River Room, KC 
Thurs., Mar. 23 
8 a .m.-12 noon: Seidman School of Business seminar. 
"Effective Presentation and Speaking Techniques ," with 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
continued.from page 3 
Woody Haid, visiting assistant p rofessor of Art and 
Design, was awarded a Ragda le Foundation Residency in 
Lake Forest, Illinois. The foundation selects artists to work 
in an artist's retreat community for a two- to four-week 
duration. Haid's work incorporates movement and uses 
audience-activated devices . He is currently working on an 
installation of manipulated photographic images of trees 
that suggest walking and produce a variety of sounds when 
activated. 
Laurie Freshour. EC. For more information call x6664. 
10-11 a.m.: Student Employee Training Session. KC, Cabins 
ABC. 
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series . The American Chamber Trio. 
CDC. 
4 
6:30 p.m.: Women's History Month. Linda Wertheimer from 
National Public Radio's "All Things Considered. " Tickets 
are $50 and can be purchased by calling Vonnie Herrera at 
x2162. Amway Grand Plaza Hotel, Pantlind Ballroom. 
Fri. , Mar. 24 
8 p .m.: Artist-Faculty Series. Charles Guy, tuba , with Robert 
Byrens, piano . Recital Hall , PAC. 
Sun., Mar. 26 
3 p.m.: Master Class Series . An Afternoon of Mozart, with 
Paul Austin . PAC. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: (616) 895-3800. Game times subject to change. 
Tues. , Mar. 21 
3 p .m.: Softball. Alma College at GVSU. 
3 p .m. (CST): Women's Tennis at Chicago State University. 
Chicago, IL. 
Wed., Mar. 22 
1 p .m.: Baseball. Lewis University at Romeoville, IL. 
3 p.m.: Softball at Olivet College. Olivet. 
Fri. , Mar. 24 
All Day: Men 's Golf at Northern Kentucky University Invita-
tional. Lexington , KY. 
Sat. , Mar. 25 
11 a .m.: Track & Field at Purdue Open. Lafa yette, IN. 
12 p .m.: Baseball at Gannon University. Erie, PA. 
1 p .m.: Softball at Spring Arbor College. Spring Arbor. 
Sun., Mar 26-Mon., Mar. 27 
All Day: Men 's Golf. NCAA District IV Spring Tournament at 
Lexington, KY. 
Sun. , Mar. 26 
12 p.m.: Baseball at Gannon University. Erie, PA. 
In the News 
On February 15, Erika King, professor and chair of 
Political Science, was a guest on the WGVU Morning Show 
to explain the presidential primary system. On February 23, 
King was a guest on the WGVU Morning Show and Midday 
Show, and WZZM-TV 13 news to discuss the Michigan GOP 
primary results. On February 29, she was interviewed by 
WOOD Radio about negative campaigning. King was 
interviewed o n March 1 by the Detroit Free Press about the 
Michigan Democratic caucuses .. 
